The use of a new non-verbal test in the evaluation of recent memory.
A test for recent memory was developed using non-verbal material. The present report describes a series of experiments conducted to evaluate its reproducibility and the influences of changes in the interval between acquisition and retrieval, and age and level of instruction, and its sensitivity to the integrity of memory function. A total of 114 subjects participated in 5 experiments. The test of recent memory is reproducible over a period of at least 5 months and can be used with training-testing intervals of 24 to 48 h. The performance of the test is affected by age and level of instruction. Moreover, the memory test is sensitive to differences in the integrity of memory function. Thus, the memory test developed in this study may be used to evaluate the effects of behavioral and/or pharmacological manipulations on recent memory in homogeneous groups of subjects.